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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
This issue of Historia Mathematics marks a new phase in the 
journal’s history, one we hope will be as successful and as pro- 
ductive as were the first five years under the inspiration of the 
founder and first editor, Professor Kenneth 0. May. It was through 
his interest, care, and devoted effort that HM came into being and 
then took root to become the only established journal of interna- 
tional scope and stature for the history of mathematics. 
But now, since Ken’s unexpected death on December 1, 1977, 
Historia Mathematics has had to manage without his diverse and 
wonderful talent for organization and dispatch. For the past 
year the journal has been produced from a combination of four 
different offices, two in New York, one in Princeton, and one 
in Toronto. Logistically, this has made the coordination of 
material for each issue a difficult matter of communicating by 
mail, or, whenever postal strikes or lack of time intervened, by 
telephone. However, beginning with Volume 6, the entire produc- 
tion of the journal will take place in New York City. 
Comparison of our two most recent issues, 5 (4) and 6(l), will 
we hope make clear the benefits, both esthetic and practical, of 
this new collaboration between the editorial offices at Lehman 
College, CUNY, and Academic Press. For the first time since Ken’s 
death the editors have been able to proofread every page and to 
supervise directly the final stages of production--something that 
was impossible for all of Volume 5, while the journal was still 
being assembled for press in Canada. Moreover, we are especially 
indebted to Academic Press for generous support in the last several 
months, both financially and logistically, in moving the journal’s 
office in Toronto to New York, and in establishing a new produc- 
tion staff for the journal in their New York office. Henceforth, 
manuscripts and final copy will be prepared by Academic Press. 
Consequently, whenever difficulties arise, it will now be a simple 
matter of going directly to the production offices on Fifth Avenue 
to resolve any last-minute questions concerning an issue about to 
be sent to press. 
Although, for the moment, the editors have made no major changes 
in the structure or functioning of the journal, we do hope to im- 
prove steadily both the internal content and external appearance 
of Historia Mathematics. Academic Press is prepared to help us 
with the latter, as we think this issue demonstrates, but the 
question of maintaining the consistently high quality of material 
published depends, ultimately, not upon the journal’s editors, 
but upon a critical readersip, a rigorous process of review, and 
of course, upon those who submit their work to HM for publication. 
We are now in the process of reformulating our procedures for 
reviewing articles submitted to HM and with this in mind I would 
like to call your attention to the revised “Information for Authors” 
printed at the back of this issue. 
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4 Editor's note HM6 
As we begin a new chapter in the history of Historia 
Mathematics with this issue of Volume 6, I trust that it will 
continue to serve mathematicians and historians of mathematics 
in a way that will inform and challenge us all in the pursuit 
of those goals to which Kenneth 0. May was always dedicated-- 
excellence and international cooperation. 
Joseph W. Dauben 
Editor 
